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MUSIC: Play It Again, Mavriks -- After 20-year break, band back playing in public 

2007-02-22

Comment on this story
MIKE MURPHY, mikem@mywebtimes.com, 815-431-4031

	OTTAWA -- The Feed Store. Down The Hatch. Wilderness Campground. Even the Chicago International Amphitheatre. 

All are venues where The Mavriks -- a family-based band that grew out of its Ottawa home to play steady gigs for more than two decades -- once performed. 

The Feed Store, Down The Hatch, Wilderness Campground and the Amphitheatre all are gone. 

Yet the Mavriks remain, albeit with just two of the original members still active. They'll be playing Saturday night during the Serena firefighters' annual dinner-dance at Pitstick Pavilion. 

The Mavriks' story starts -- and continues -- with Lyle Nelson and his sister Vicki (now Vicki Pelton). 

"As long as I can remember, we were around music," said Lyle Nelson, who at age 14 started The Mavriks with his brother John, who was one year younger, and two other boys. 

Why the "Mavriks"? 

"In the old days, a maverick was a cow that just really didn't fit, and they wanted to sell. When they branded it, they shortened (the name) to m-a-v-r-i-k," said Pelton, who came home on weekends from Western Illinois University to sing with her younger brothers' combo. 

The Mavriks clicked -- for 20 years. They played clubs, campgrounds and almost any other type of venue, bringing a mix of pop, rock 'n' roll and country to fans in and around La Salle County. 

Despite the group's success, Lyle, John and Vicki each married and started families of their own. They decided to retire the Mavriks after playing Pitstick's on New Year's Eve, 1986. 

"Our kids were all about the same age, and you have to choose between being a parent or being in the band," said Pelton, who -- as does John Nelson -- still lives in Ottawa. 

Other than playing at family gatherings, the siblings put away their instruments, and The Mavriks were just another band that was part of a once-vibrant local music scene. 

A few months ago, Dave Butterfield -- a guitarist who was a member of The Mavriks in the band's final years -- was chatting with Serena Community Fire Department Chief Rodney Reese. 

"We were at a wedding reception and talking about the (firefighters') dance," recalls Butterfield, himself a Serena fireman. "He jokingly said, 'Maybe The Mavriks can get back together.' So I started calling around." 

It didn't take a great deal of convincing: Butterfield, Pelton and Lyle Nelson, who now lives in Marseilles, were ready to go. John Nelson, however, bowed out, preferring to spend time with his family, particularly his three new grandchildren. 

The new-old Mavriks recruited Scott Kelly of Ottawa, who was with the group in the mid-1980s, to resume drumming duties. Dan Lowery of Ottawa, Vicki's son, was eager to play with his mother and uncle. So was Jeff Mueller, who plays with Lowery in the country band Southern Junction. 

Now The Mavriks are back. 

"I'm excited," said Mueller, whose father Dale was a Marseilles musician and a close friend of The Mavriks. "It's going to be fun. These guys were the cat's meow. It's pretty neat that they asked us." 

The older Mavriks have in turn enjoyed playing with the younger musicians. 

"Danny and Jeff have worked their butts off, and they've done a beautiful job," Lyle Nelson said. 

Group members have shaken off some rust and rehearsed several times. Last week, they played at Ottawa's Shoreline Boat Club, where Lyle Nelson is a member. 

"It was great," he said. "It was as if we had never quit. There were a lot of familiar faces in the crowd." 

Among them was John Nelson, and several other members of the family. In a way, The Mavriks had come full circle, to a time when the family and the band nearly were interchangeable. 

Vicki, Lyle and John were the children of Lyle and Susie (Anderson) Nelson. Susie's brother had a band, and her sisters were members of the Girls of the Golden West, a group that performed on the "WLS Barn Dance" radio show in Chicago. 

When the Nelsons were growing up, Pelton recalled, there was a "garage band" on every block. 

"We never had a garage band; we played in the back room. But it was the same principle," she said. 

Lyle and John started the band with their parents' blessing. Susie managed the group, and Lyle Sr. was The Mavriks' first driver and roadie, Pelton said. 

"We were kids who wanted to do something, and they made sure we were safe and having fun," she said. 

Pelton recalls the 1960s as a golden era when live music and teen dances were regular features of every weekend. As group members got older, The Mavriks upgraded to clubs, parties and festivals. 

"We used to play three jobs a day," Lyle Nelson said. "We'd have an early wedding, then hustle to a 5 to 8 (p.m.) wedding, and after that we'd play a nightclub." 

Their biggest gig came around 1980 as part of a country festival at the 10,000-seat Amphitheatre. Brenda Lee, the Gatlin Brothers and Johnny Lee were on the bill at the height of the "Urban Cowboy" country craze inspired by the movie of the same name. 

"It was neat," Lyle Nelson recalled. "The crowd was big, we were playing with big-time bands, and we got to see how they operate." 

The Mavriks never did reach national status, but in 1977 the band cut a single in Nashville with Ottawa native and songwriter Lynne Whitecotton. Eleven years earlier, a Mavriks song was included in a collection of music by six area bands recorded at a Streator music store. 

Cutting records and three-gig days are long gone. The Mavriks aren't sure how much they'll play after Saturday's show ("It depends on who wants what. I don't know," Pelton said), but if they do, the shows will be an extension of the back room rehearsals that took place more than 40 years ago. 

The family ties remain strong. Last week at the boat club, John Nelson -- who didn't perform that evening -- contributed to The Mavriks' show. 

"Johnny helped me adjust my (microphone) and Danny's guitar," Pelton said. "In his own way, he was very much part of the show. He was making sure his sister sounded good." 

GO INFO 

  THE SERENA FIREFIGHTERS' dinner-dance will be Saturday at Pitstick Pavilion, Illinois Route 23 north of Ottawa in Dayton Township. 

  DINNER WILL BE from 7 to 8 p.m., followed by music by The Mavriks from 9 p.m. to midnight. 

  TICKETS FOR THE DINNER will be available by calling the Serena fire station at 815-496-2629. 

  DANCE TICKETS will be sold at the door. Proceeds from the dinner-dance will be used to purchase equipment for the Serena Community Fire Department. 
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Posted by from at 1:29PM on Thursday, 2/22/07 

So where else wil they be playing? Sadly can't make this event. I have their single tucked away! Glad to see the old group back together, hopefully they can lure John out a time or two!

Posted by some anonymous person at 6:18PM on Thursday, 2/22/07 

Use to follow them all over back in the 80's!! Loved Loved Loved them!!!!!!!!!! Welcome Back

Posted by some anonymous person at 6:45PM on Thursday, 2/22/07 

That won't happen.

Posted by Dee from TUCSON, AZ at 7:09PM on Thursday, 2/22/07 

GO MAVRIKS! 

Has it really been 20 years?

Great photo...you & Lyle haven't aged at all, Vicki.

Enjoy the moment!

Posted by some anonymous person at 7:31PM on Thursday, 2/22/07 

Had a super time at Shoreline on Friday night. You sounded better than ever!!! Alot of memories were brought back!! Thanks Mavriks!!

Posted by Margie from at 8:45PM on Thursday, 2/22/07 

How cool! I do think John needs to dust off the guitar and join you. What else do you have booked? 

Is that a typo in the story? Was it Susie's brother-in-law Russ who had the band? I can't remember the story now.

Best of luck to you all.

Posted by Cherie from Ottawa at 10:10AM on Friday, 2/23/07 

My mom told us last night that the first wedding the Mavriks played at was my parents wedding December 28, 1968...I have seen the "8mm movies" from their wedding day, that is cool, good luck Saturday!

Posted by some anonymous person at 11:48AM on Friday, 2/23/07 

Way to go Scott ! Gotta be more fun than crushing stone!! I hope you all make it to Nashville this time!!

Posted by some anonymous person at 12:14PM on Friday, 2/23/07 

Mavriks, you never sounded better. We had a great time at Shoreline on Friday night. Lots of people and lots of great music. It definitely brought back alot of memories. Thanks. 

Posted by Sheila from Ottawa at 2:31PM on Friday, 2/23/07 

I remember the Mavricks well - I was following my brother's band The Chosen Ones from gig to gig...If only those times could return.

Posted by Hallie at 8:21PM on Friday, 2/23/07 

Hey Grandpa Lyle I had fun at Shoreline when are we going to do it again!!

Posted by some anonymous person at 11:29AM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

Can't wait to see you on Saturday night. You guys rocked last Friday. Lyle and Vicki sounded like they never stopped playing! 

Posted by some anonymous person at 11:37AM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

The Mavriks are still as talented as they were 20 years ago! It's to bad that Johnny won't play but Danny and Jeff really stepped up and sounded great on Friday! They sounded as good if not better than they had 20 years ago. Hope to see a lot of people tonight. You won't be disappointed!

Posted by some anonymous person at 11:42AM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

My parents had always talked about the Mavriks and how they were "The Band" when they were growing up. I always wondered what the fuss was about. After hearing them last Friday, I can see why my parents thought the way they did. The music was awesome and tonight (Saturday) I am bring some of my friends so we can dance the night away!

Posted by some anonymous person at 2:18PM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

Talked to Lyle today. I guess they've booked a couple of nights at Nikky's in Seneca.

Posted by some anonymous person at 2:25PM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

How great it must be for a mom to play in a band with her son and for a uncle to play in the same band with his nephew. Another Maverik tradition started. I'm looking forward to hearing you tonight! I've heard nothing but raving reviews!!

Posted by some anonymous person at 2:43PM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

In regards to 11:37 on Saturday, it is too bad that John won't join in on the family fun but it sounds as if he's been replaced--life goes on and so does the Maveriks.

Posted by Larry Sebby from Blue Springs MO at 3:12PM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

The Mavriks were my favorite group "back in the days". Its great that they are getting back together. I regret that I live so far away as to not be able to see them. (And by the way, Dave Butterfield is a wonderful keyboard person - not a guitarist.) Good luck. Vicki has become a great friend over the years and this was way more than a family band.

Good luck.

Posted by from at 3:28PM on Saturday, 2/24/07 

Where's Nikky's and when are they playing? Thanks

Posted by STIFF FINGERS from SHERIDAN at 1:00PM on Wednesday, 2/28/07 

WAY TO GO DAVE! THE PIANO WAS REALLY ROCKING SATURDAY NIGHT.THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.

Posted by Ron Reed from Waukee, Iowa at 12:44PM on Monday, 3/5/07 

Hey Lyle, Congratulations on the Mavriks Reunion! Peggy and I really enjoyed the article and memories it brought back. I must say that you look mah-vel-ous in the picture!

Your buddy,

Ron Reed

Posted by some anonymous person at 9:36PM on Tuesday, 3/6/07 

See the Mavrik website. Check out there music and upcoming engagements.

www.myspace.com/themavriks

Posted by some anonymous person at 7:01AM on Wednesday, 3/7/07 

thanks!

Posted by ronnie lane from ottawa at 9:09AM on Wednesday, 3/7/07 

Question? 

Did The Mavrilks ever play at Pitstick Beach Dances? (I don't remember)

Posted by some anonymous person from marseilles at 9:39AM on Wednesday, 3/7/07 

FYI 

They still sound great after all these years. Vicki can still belt out all the old favorites and some new ones too. If you loved them then, you still will now.
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	Photo: Katy Mull
Members of The Mavriks include (clockwise from lower left) Dan Lowery, Ottawa, vocals and lead and rhythm guitar; Dave Butterfield, Serena, piano and keyboards; Scott Kelly, Ottawa, drums; Jeff Mueller, Ransom, vocals and bass; Lyle Nelson, Marseilles, vocals and rhythm guitar; and Vicki Pelton, Ottawa, vocals. 
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