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ENTERTAINMENT: Brand name -- After 20-year break, Mavriks back in the swing of things 

12/31/2007, 11:01 am 

Comment on this story
MIKE MURPHY, mikem@mywebtimes.com, 815-431-4031

	The guy who wrote "there are no second acts in American lives" never knew The Mavriks. 

Author F. Scott Fitzgerald died long before members of the Ottawa-based band began playing their instruments. 

Named after an Old West cattle brand, the pop-rock group performed in and around La Salle County for two decades before playing their "last" public concert New Year's Eve 1986. 

Founding members (and siblings) Vicki Pelton of Ottawa and Lyle Nelson of Marseilles put the group back together for a Feb. 24 reunion concert. Since then The Mavriks have played multiple gigs each month. 

"We've always considered ourselves a dance band -- we find the songs people like to dance to," said Pelton, who shares most of the lead vocals with her brother. "A lot of people are still young enough to come out and see us play." 

The Mavriks' busiest years were in the 1960s and 1970s, when they performed constantly. 

"We used to play three jobs a day," Nelson recalled in a Feb. 22 Times article. "We'd have an early wedding, then hustle to a 5 to 8 (p.m.) wedding, and after that we'd play a nightclub." 

All those gigs spread across all those years meant The Mavriks played in front of a great deal of people, who enjoyed the group enough back then to show up to their current performances. 

"It's been a surprise. It was a long time ago. Now people from the old days -- their kids come," Pelton said. 

The Mavriks' rejuvenation started following a casual remark. 

Last year, Dave Butterfield -- a one-time Mavriks keyboardist and current member of the Serena Community Fire Department -- was talking with Fire Chief Rodney Reese about the annual dinner and dance the firefighters annually sponsor. 

"(Reese) jokingly said, 'Maybe The Mavriks can get back together.' So I started calling around," said Butterfield, who said he was looking for a reason to start playing in a band again. 

Pelton and Nelson hadn't completely retired; they frequently played family parties and get-togethers with their guitarist brother John Nelson of Ottawa, another founding member. John Nelson declined to be in the band this time around, but recruiting other players wasn't too hard. 

In addition to Butterfield, The Mavriks picked up drummer Scott Kelly of Ottawa, who was with the group in the mid-1980s; singer-guitarist Dan Lowery of Ottawa, Pelton's son; and bassist Jeff Mueller, who plays with Lowery in the country-rock band Southern Junction (Mueller since has left the group and been replaced by Streator's John Rethoff, another Mavriks alum). 

The February reunion show at Pitstick Pavilion -- the same venue where the group called it quits in 1986 -- drew a respectable crowd despite very bad weather conditions. 

"At our next fire meeting, there was a motion to hire the band to play at (the 2008) dance," noted Butterfield, who will be onstage with the Mavriks when they perform at the firefighters' event Saturday, Feb. 23. 

Lyle Nelson said group members didn't want to dive "full-blown" back into the live music scene, and now play a few times a month -- in clubs, bars and at private parties and benefits. And The Mavriks are in constant demand. 

"We've been lucky because we haven't gone out to look (for bookings)," said Pelton, who co-manages the band with her brother Lyle. 

That setup reflects the group's origins. Lyle Sr. and Susie (Anderson) Nelson -- parents of Pelton and Lyle and John Nelson -- managed The Mavriks while the boys still were in junior high school. With Lowery on board, the family connection has continued. 

"It's been a really nice mix," Lyle Nelson said. "Even the rehearsals are fun. Everyone is having a really good time with it." 

The Mavriks willingly adjusted to the new millennium by updating their set list to include songs that did not exist in 1986. And they're on the Internet -- themavriks.com, and under the "music" section of MySpace.com. Pelton maintains the sites. 

In cyberspace, the audience is limitless, but The Mavriks played to their biggest on-site, post-reunion crowd last July on the main stage at Ottawa Riverfest. Group members were thrilled to play in front of a few hundred old friends and new faces. 

"In the years I played, I rarely played on a big stage," Butterfield said of the Riverfest show. "It was quite a rewarding experience." 

Between rehearsals and live shows, the experience continues a few times a week. Lyle Nelson noted that since all of The Mavriks have full-time jobs, band time has to be -- and is -- enjoyable. 

"We like to see the reaction on peoples' faces when they hear us and say, 'wow, they're pretty good.'" 
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5 comments on this article 

Posted by stanwhite from SON OF STAN 3 FT UNDER at 11:08AM on Monday, 12/31/07 

I can honestly say, The Band sounds better today than yesterday. I should know, I played with them before they were The Mavriks.

Posted by Joe Shmoe at 11:43AM on Monday, 12/31/07 

Hey Stan, Did Bob Jessen play the drums back then?

Posted by MadameX at 11:43AM on Monday, 12/31/07 

Really? That adds a few years to the 50 I pegged you for.

I have to get out and hear them again. 

Posted by stanwhite from SON OF STAN 3 FT UNDER at 12:54PM on Monday, 12/31/07 

Madame Gautreau:

I am having a nice chuckle right at this moment. Please do not take seriously what I say. Anyway I played with The Small Circle Of Friends....JUST KIDDING!!!

BUT The Nelson's do sound very gear!!

Posted by MadameX from at 4:19PM on Monday, 12/31/07 

Ah Stan. You make my mind bend some days. lol
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	Photo: Jeremy Reed
The Times/Jeremy Reed Mavriks members (from left) Lyle Nelson (guitar and hands) John Retoff, Vicki Pelton and Dan Lowery perform Saturday at Shakers Lounge in Ottawa. After a 20-year year absence, the pop-rock group is again playing live shows. 
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